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Contents of the May Bulletin. 


The bulletin for May contains a table reflecting the number of 
offenses known to the police as reported to the Bureau of Investigation 
eee ne police departments for that month. The figures in 

above-mentioned table are confined to those received from police 
departments of cities and towns, as distinguished from the returns sub- 
mitted by county sheriffs, State police, United States marshals in the 
possessions, and officers in a similar status. The reports from counties 
and other jurisdictions are contained in a separate table. 

In addition to the above, returns for previous months received since 
the last issue of the bulletin are also published. Corrections and 
adjustments in returns published in earlier issues of the: bulletin, will 
be found in Table II~—A. 

The term ‘Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the Uniform Classification 
occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prose- 
cuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the 

owing group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be those most generally and completely reported to the police: 
Felonious homicide, including (a) murder, Sanaa manslaughter, 
and (6) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated 
assault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft, including 

) thefts of $50 and over and (6) thefts of under $50; and auto theft. 

e figures contained herein include also the number of attempted 


-erimes of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are 


reported as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted 
pery or robbery, for example, is reported in the monthly builetin 
in the same manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
It should be noted, however, that all cities of the country are not 
-Tepresented, as will be observed from the populanon table and from 
the tables showing the number of current an supplementary returns 


‘feceived by States during 1931. Furthermore, wide divergencies 
in the total number of particular crimes for various cities. of approxi- 
} mately the same population may in some cases not be indicative of a 


Variance in the amount of crime in those cities but may be charged to 
(1) 





inadequate record systems, or a lack of understanding of the cleeaiie 
cation on the part of some officials. In such instances caution should 
be exercised, therefore, in arriving at any conclusions or deductions 
from the figures presented. 
The bulletin ‘also contains tables showing the extent of the popula § 
tion area represented by contributing cities, exclusive of county and | 
other returns. The number of current and supplementary returns | 
received, by States, for 1931, are also shown, and tables indicating F 
the average daily number of offenses and the per cent of each offense 
class to the whole number reported are included. 
Population Table. 
The number of cities which at any time during the year of 1931 haye 
contributed returns of offenses known to the police to the Bureau of 
Investigation reached 1,304 in April. The population represented by 
these cities is 48,771,574. This, of course, is exclusive of returns 
received from county and other jurisdictions. Police departments in 
1,197 cities contributed returns of offenses known to the police for the 
month of May. Returns were also received from a number of counties 
in the various States, State police in several jurisdictions, the thin 
division of Alaska, Hawaii, Canal Zone, and Porto Rico. Supplemen- 
tary returns were forwarded from various other possessions. In 
following table are shown the number and ~ cent of the cities 
the aunties and per cent of the population of thase cities of more than 
10,000 inhabitants from which returns have been received for any one 
month of 1931. The are based on the 1930 census. In addi 
tion to those listed in the table there are 590 cities of an 
population of 3,282,357 which also contributed returns at some time 
during the current year. The population represented by the returns 
from counties and others is not included in this table. 
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; Cities over 250,000 
‘Cities $0,600 

. Cities 25,000 to.50, 

; Cities 10,000 to 5,000 


The above table does not include 590 cities of s population less than 10,000 aggregating a total of 3,28388 
from which returns were received for 1931. - ie 


Returns Received from 1,197 Cities in May. ae 
Police departments in 1,197 cities throughout the country 1 
warded to the Bureau of Investigation returns of offenses known 
the police for May, 1931. This represents an increase of 541 Ove 
the number of current returns received for May, 1930. In the table 
which follows are shown the number of returns by States re 

and published currently during 1931. 
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Total published returns, including supplementaries, 1931 
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Average Daily Offenses. 
The daily average of the number of offenses known of the degj 
nated classes, as reflected in the following table, are based upon 


figures submitted by 1,136 cities which contributed both in April 
and May. Due allowance was made for the variance in the nual ; 


of days in each of the foregoing months. 


Daily average, 1,136 miscellaneous cities 


Felonious homicide 


May’ 1931 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted 
74 cities each of a population of 100,000 or more which contrib 
returns both in April and May. 


Daily average, 74 cities 100,000 population and over 


Felonious homicide 


A 1931 
ay, 1931 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted 
1,062 cities each having a population of less than 100,000 whi 
contributed returns both in April and May. 


Daily average, 1,062 cities less than 100,000 population 


Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. ’ > : 2 
The per cent of each offense class to the whole for 1931 is shown by } 
months in the following table. These figures, however, are noti 


tended to indicate crime trends for the particular period but 
reflect the per cent of each class of the designated crimes to the 
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group. The figures are based on the total number of offenses re- 
ported by all contributing cities, exclusive of obviously defective 
and incomplete returns. 


Per cent of offenses known, 1931 


Part I classes of the uniform classification 


Murder and nonnegli 
Manslaughter by 
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Manslaughter by Negligence. 
_ Under the classification manslaughter by negligence should be 
rted all unlawful killings, other than murder, which result from 
pable negligence. The most common offenses in this group are 
manslaughters by vehicles. There may be instances, however, 
resulting in accidental death which should not be recorded as offenses 
of manslaughter by negligence. This group should include only 
those cases in which the circumstances are such that culpable negli- 


ce is so clearly evident that if the person responsible for the 
death were to be apprehended a charge of manslaughter would be filed 
against him. If, however, no criminal charges could be placed 


inst the party responsible an offense of manslaughter by negligence 
ould not be entered on the monthly report. 
Taste. I.—Number of offenses known to the police, May, 1931 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I) 
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Tasty: I.—Number of offenses known to the police, May, 1981—Continuéd 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, May, 1931—Continued 
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Jurisdiction reporting 
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Taste I~A.—County and other reporis of known offenses, May, 1931—Continueg — 


Jurisdiction reporting 


OHIO COUNTIES—continued 
(Exclusive of cities) 
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Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses 











State and city 


FEBRUARY, 1931 
FLORIDA 
St. Cloud 


Wyandotte. 
MINNESOTA 


NEW JERSEY 


Haddonfield 
South River 
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TaBLe II.—Supplementary returns of known offensese—Continued 


State and city 


MARCH, 1931 
FLORIDA 





Wyandotte. - 
NEW JERSEY 











APRIL, 1931—Continued 
INDIANA 
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TaBLe II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 


————_— 
APRIL, 1981—Continued 


MISCELLANEOUS 
MINNESOTA COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 


OHIO COUNTIES 
(Exclusive of cities) 
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Tasty Il~A.—Returns for previous months revised 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 


JULY, 1930 


AUGUST, 1930 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township !... 11 


TEXAS 








SEPTEMBER, 1930 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township !_.. 
TEXAS 


OCTOBER, 1930 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township !... 
TEXAS 


NOVEMBER, 1930 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township !... 


TEXAS 
MON ccacndiaiceuises oe | 


DECEMBER, 1930 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township !... 10 
TEXAS 











1 Previously published as Elkins Park. 1 Previously published as Cassopolis, Mich. 
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Felonious homicide 


Man- |Rap 
Murder, slaugh- 
gent man ter by 
Slaught negli- 


FEBRUARY, 1931 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township !-.. 





PENNSYLVANIA 
Cheltenham Township '-. 
MISCELLANEOUS 
MICHIGAN 
Cass County ? 
APRIL, 1931 




















Sanit Ste. Marie... 
NEW JERSEY 


1 Previously published as Cassopolis, Mich. 


1 Previously published as Elkins Park. 
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Tasie IJ-A.—Returns for previous months revised—Continued 


State and city 


APRIL, 1931—Continued 
OREGON 


* Previously published as Cassopolis, Mich. 








